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TO THE 


READER. 


Know it will be expeSled bythe Readers I 
ould inform him what it was that occa- 
ſpon'd theſe following Papers. J. W. 8 
man of Preſton in Lancaſhire, fell into 
Sons denbts about the main concern of his South, 
Whether be had hitherto the right Faith , 
or were in the true Church. Mr. T. B. whoſe 
Pariſhioner be was, us'd bis beſt endeavours 
to diſſwade bim. from embracing the Catho- 
lic Communion. For which I ſhould not dif- 
commend him , for it was preciſe duty in bim, 
in caſe he werily judg'd the Negatives, in which 
Proteſtants differ from Catholics were True, 
and that he had any ſolid Grounds for judging 
ſo. Nay, be offer d too to diſpute with any 
 Roman-Catholic before him, to ſettle his 
Doubts, and give him ſatisfaSion that the 
Proteſtant Religion was True: which. was 4 
very fair Proffer, had it been as candidly per- 
formd. Wherenpon I was invited to give bim 
a meeting ; And when I came, to make the Diſ- 
A 2 ' pute 


To the REavpex. 
pute ſhort, T began with the firſt Principle in- 
Controverſie, The Rule of Faith. I rold hin, 
that all our Conteſt was ſummd up im this 
one Enquiry, What it was-that Chriſt and bjs 
Apoſtles taught ; and that if the Rule which 
was to acquaint us.withg that were not abſo- 
Iutely or infallibly Certtin, all our Faith muſt 
by conſequence be Uncertain, and might poſſ- 
bly be an Errour. 1 alledg'd, that all His Rule 
his grounded His Perſwa fone. - about what was 
Faith, depended on Interpretations of Scripture, 
made by himſelf or the Proteſtant Church ; both 
which being confe feſſedly fallible, or poſſ ble ts 
be deceiv'd, be might ooffth, (that is, perhaps 
was anally) in an Errour as-to all his Faith 

for onght he or they knew. When I expeSted © 
an Anſwer, he ſlept to his Study, and fetch't 
down a:great Book, biding me read that, and 

offering me to lend it. | T admir'd at this Rrange 
method. of anſwering; that inflead of replying, 
when he was preſt by my Reaſons, be could 
think it a competent ſatisfafion to tell me, he 
would lend me a Book, to Read; Whereupon T 
preſt-bim for a poſitive Reply to my Diſcourſe, 
telling hin,that ſince he had now Preach t a Do- 
Erine, pretended to be Chriſt's, ſo many years, 


it was incredible he-fhould not be able. to- give 
a1th- 


built- on, without the aſſiſtance of a Voluminons 
Book; the toſſing over which I faw'was wery 


 TotheReaper. C 
anaccount of his Fatth,ahd the Ground it was - © 


convenient for him, to avoid anſwering, and to - 


turn our Diſpute into an endleſs Wrangling, 


(which was all he aym'd at ) but newer to . 


bring the point to any Iſſue. He ftill inſiſting 


upon my Reading that- huge Book,” I defir d bim . 


to turn to any particular place in it, which he - 


would undertake, gave an Anſwer to my for 
mer Diſcourſe, and T would be contented to 


% 


. excuſe hint, and conſider what it ſaid. But + 


it. would not be granted ; ſo that I ſaw plain- 


ly;this was onely an invention to ward the blow 


| from himſelf, and let it fall upon another.” I 


preſt him again, to makg out to us by Grounds + 


of | His,” he conld be abſolutely certain of any 


one point of Faith, nay, even that Chriſt was - 


God. He replyd, he believsd it, becauſe- it. 
was inthe Creed. T could have told him, 


the: Socinians' grant thoſe words in the Creed; 
and yet deny Chriſt to be truly God ; but T : 


waw'd. this, and urgd bim to declare upon 
what inerrable Rule he. belies d. what was con- - 
tain'd in the Creed. Upon this, to awoid_an-- 


ſwering, he began the moſt diſrngenuous cavit © 
that ever man heard ;. and fell upon. me + 
| as. 


To the Reaper. 
as if Theliew'd not the Creed my ſelf ; whereas 
T onely preft him to ſhow us by His Grounds, or 
by any Rule of Faith proper to Proteſtants, as 
they are diftin& from Catholics, how He cguld 
rationally beliewe ewen the Creed to be certain, 
and know the certain ſenſe of it, ſince t's Let- 
ter is as liable to miſconſtructions as the Scrip- 
zure is. I could do no leſs than tell him, how un- 
handfome this procedure was, to put upon me 
without the leaſt ſhow of reaſon or common 
ſenſe, a thing that never yet was ſaid or 
thought of any Roman Catholic 77 the World. 
But he with much heat, ſtill inſifted, that I did 
disbelieve it, becauſe I urg'd him to ſbow how 
Ly His Principles He did or could believe it ; 
and fell into a high paſſion. Upon which per- 
ceiving plainly, that all this pother and duſt 
was ras d, to get clear of diſputing, and de- 
ſpairing to bring him to give any account of bis 
Faith, ewen ſo much as pretending to ſhow it to 
be as true Faith ought to be, Infallibly certain, 
T came away with the young man, he baving 
firſt declar'd before Mr. T. B's. face, that be 
was fully ſatisfiid, he could give no account of 
bis Faith, and conſequently was not to be 
follow'd : and upon this became a Catholic. 


Theſe 


____TotheReavprs., 
Theſe things having paſt on in this manner 


here related, - as ſoon as I ſaw a Paper from 
him, to the young man, which here follows, 
I durft have ſworn it had been ſome Account | 
of the Certainty of his Faith, in regard that 1 
was ftill incumbent on him, having been left in 
ſo great a paſſion about that Point at our laſt 
Interview. But, it feems it was too hard 
a morſel for his tender skill to nibble upon ;, ©. 
and inſtead of that, other points, though ne- 
wer ſo remote, are fetcht in by bead and ſhoul- 
ders to keep off that diſcourſe. How ill he han- 
dles theſe too, will appear by the following An- 
ſwer. But all theſe diverſions ſhall not ſerve 
his turn. That is, the point about which our 
' Diſcourſe was then , tis that which fluck on 
| bis fide; 'tis that concerning which he yet owes 
| ſatisfaSGion ; and conſequently, 'tis that to which 
with all right and reaſon, I muſt flill demand. 
]. an Anſwer, and challenge him to run the Lifts 
if be do not perform it. 


Mr, T. B,'s PAPER 
To F. W. 


PRESTON, Aug. 3. 1686. 
Poor Soul, 


T is now more than fix Weeks ſince I > 


[ obſerved your Apoſtatizing from ' our 

Church; during which time, T have not 
been remiſs in praying for your Recovery ; 
and now think 3 It teaſonable, by this ſhore 
Paper, to: endeavour it. 

The pretended.caule is , you cannot oh- 
tain ſatisfaction among us, about thoſe twa 
points, Tranſubftantiation and Forganys (buc 
moſtly the former: ). 

Your Soul being ie in my opinion)-in great 
- danger by the courſe you take, I could not 
with any quiet) ſee you ſo expoſe your ſelf; 
and wiſhed that you might rather beſtow 
your thoughts , on what more immediately 
- couched you , ad was: more ſuited to-your_ 
Capacity : 'But ſeeing it verified in you 
(which is in-moſt perſons) that you are moſt 


bufie about what leaſt concerns. you-3 and 
B nothing: 


-nothing -pleaſeth your Fancy, but what flies. 
above your Underſtanding. I purpoſed to let- 
you know my thoughts'(even) in the remote 

queſtion of Tranſubftantiation : of which,if you 
make good uſe,[ſhall proceed to the latter. 
Yet I deferced the thing, till I could learn, 
that the Perſon on whole Ability you lean, 
(viz. Mr. G.) was returning from » London, 
that he mighe be near at hand to furniſh you 
with Anſwers ; to the intent I hovld not be 
.calumniated, as a Deſigner to 'furprize and 
lurch you. Dee | R950 

"Wherefore I now ſend:theſe few Lines, ;to 
deſire you to provide yaurelf.of aſativfaco- 
-ry: refolntion about this-Queſtion,-or Jet me 

receive intimation: how that ſatisfaction doth - 
ariſe. 1 abridge you not-of \liberty to con- 
ſult with any other perſon that,may addany 
'thing ito Mir. 'G. for 1'lovei Truth, and am 
oath you ſhould be:carried away with-Fal(- 
hood: and:nothing will more contentime, 
than to receive an Antwer of weight to this 
Paper ; which ſhall (atthis time) onely touch 
a few doubts, many aore_ being referved:eo 
bepropoſed when theſe are-cleared. 
At preſent T muſt tell you, 1. What you 
are (or:muſt be) taught coBelieve. '2. How 
"376 - thard 
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 hardit will be for you. to Believe what you 
ſhall be ſo Taught.” -- 


In the former, yl note the Doarines 


' Taught, and the Method of Teaching them. 
The latter, 9iz.:the Method, I begin with. 
That you may believe , your Mind muſt 
be abſirafted (as much as poſlible it may) 
pet the judgment of your own Senſes, Now 
this method will be hard for you to ſubmit 
to, when you confider that it is about their 
proper object, and your Senſes duly diſpoſed- 
to give their judgment, . and the common 
Senſes of Mankind concurring with yours. 


- But yet this will be yet harder to digeſt, . 
ſeeing this new method is dire&ly contrary 7 


ohn 20. 


to the method which Chriſt uſed to inſtruR Fobs T. 


Thomas ; which was .not to abſtra@ his Mind © 
fromthe judgment of his Senſes, but to-em- 


ploy his Mind about the judgment of his Sen- 
ſes. | The method alſo of Sr. Fobn, is not to 


abſtrat from the judgment of the Senſes, but 
he appeals to the judgment of the Senſes, to 
begetand-confirm Faith. . Hence therefore 
_ the firſt Queſtion will ariſe :.. 

[. Oueſt. Why the method of your: new 
Teachers ' is ſo oppoſite to. the method of 
_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? 

_ RD 


| Now 


c 4] 

Now to the Dofrines taupht. 

' Three things moſt admirable are effeFed: 
in the Exchariſt, by the words of Conſecra- 
tion, which the Catholick Faith-believes and- 
confeſſeth without any donbting; 

_ x. That the true Body of 'Chrift, even the- 
ſame which was born of the Vi m, and now- 
fits in Heaven at the right hand” of the Pa- 
_ ther, is contained in the Sacrament. 

2: That nofubſtance of the Elements Te-- 
mains in it. 

3- Fhat the Accidents which are percei-- 
ved by the Senſes,. are , in a wonderful and: 
inexplicable manner , withorr 'any fubjec-- 
matter : the ſubſtance of the'Breatl and -VVine 
are fo changed, thatithey wholly-ceaſe to. 
be 3 but the Accidents(even al of them) of 
the- Bread and Wine, you''may fee and-per-- 
ceive, which inhere in'no ftbRance; brit con- 
fiſts by themſelves. The proofof this follows. 

Now the words: of Chit are fo plain (in 
this matter) thatnone in his formd mind-can 

be ignorant, what he moſtunderſtan when: | 
he hears, This i3-my'Body. © 

Alſothe works Padl are plam, 1 FIR '3 
Let a nan examine, Bec. He that emth and” 

drinketh unworthily, eateth and 'drinketh dam- 


nation: 


£ 
nation to himſelf; not diſcerning the Lords body; 


| For whatneed isthere of ſach weighty words, 


if there were nothing in the 'Sacrament;but a. 
memory .andfien of Chrift's-Paſfion, as Here. 
_ ticks teach? T he fame thrns Pan more at 
large explamed in theſe 'words':: The-eup of 
bleſſing whith we "bleſs, 3s it not the communi= 
cation of the bloud of Chriſt © | 
You: hear the Do@rine and the Proof a | 
It from Chriſt and Par; now for the expli- 
cation of thele words,to aku the proof. 
Theſe places of Scripture, muſt be forex 
plained by the Paſtors, and this muſt chiefly 
.betanght, chat nothmg of - donbrfulnek «ar 
uncertainty: is left {of what was above-ſaid). 
eſpecially when the Anthority of the Charch 
of God hath interpreted theſe things : the - 
knowledge of which we attain two - ways. 
Yr. When we confult with the Fathers who 
flourithed from the beginning of the Church, . 
and fo downward. 2. Wheh we'ſee/ the- 
contrary Opinion-condemned; © | 
This Dottrine thus proved! by Scriptare, . 
and the Scripture they explained -you-muſt 
believe. "Now to. ſhew how-hardie will be 
for you to believe ny, theſe Ty Que-- 


ſtjons are propoled. 
| 1: Queſt... 
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1 Queſt. Whether the words of Chriſt be- 
ing ' Spiritual, It may not ſuffice to take them 
in a Spiritual Senſe,but it be neceſſary to take 
them in the literal ſenſe of his natural body, 
and that without a Figure ? 

_ 2 Queſt. Whether the firſt Article be not 
ſufficiently believed, when the Body of Chriſt 
is believed to be really truly preſent,even the 
ſame Body, but not in the ſame manner ? 


3 Qzeſt.Whether the ſecond and third Ar- 


ticles be of equal Truth and Certainty with 


the firſt, and muſt ſo be believed ? 

4 Qneft. Whether the words cited for 
proof, are intended to prove all Three Arti- 
cles equally, or the Firſt only, and the Second 
and Thicd are left to ſhift for themſelves ? 

5 Queft. Whether every one in his wits 
can ſee ſuch inforcement in the words of 
Chriſt or Paul, without the eſpecial helps of 
the Churches Authority and the Fathers ? 

.6 Queſt. It not, then whether Reaſon wil- 
leth that not the Church in the Apoſtles time, 
ſhould be principally heard in this Authori- 
eative Interpretation ?_ 

7 Oueſt. Whether you are truly taught 
that we Hereticks ſay, That in the Sacrament 
there is nothing elſe but. a Memory and a 

; Sign 


Wis 


Sign of Chriſts Paſſion ? And whether the Fa- 
thers that prove there is ſomething more, and 
condemn ſuch as ſay there 'is nothing more,do 
prove any thing againſt us,or do condemn us? 
I ſhould now think it reaſonable to requeſt | 
of you to return to us, until theſe difficulties 
be overcome. But if Mr.G. will not yield to. 
this requeſt, then I pray you,improve all your 
intereſt with him for ſome ſatisfaction for 
your ſelf and me,what 1s his true and ſerious 
{ſenſe of this whole magger ,. and. put him.to . 
it. on his own behalf in this manner, vis. 
_ . Sir, ſeeing if Teat unworthily, T eat judg- 
ment to ty ſelf. . If I diſcern not the Lords Bo- 
dy in eating, T eat nor If I diſcern not 
the wery ſame Body formi'd in the Womb,&c. If 
I diſcern not accidents without a ſubſtance &C. 
I diſcern not the Lords Body. 
Therefore, that | may bs confirmed, I be- 
feech you aſſure me concerning your ſelf, who 
are ſtrong in Faith, whereas I am but weak. 
Your elf who know your own intention in 
Confecrating, whereas ] know it not. Your 
ſelf, who have. looked upon and examined the 
Elements that they are not corrupted, whereas 
I. have not.' . Your ſelf, who have uttered the 
words of Conſecration » Whereas perhaps, 
heard | 


15). 


*heard not, — underſtood not. F ſay, 


Fhat you-your {elf are ſs: right in your wits, 


-as to perceive no: doubt, noruncertainty- in 


this-matter , but that you dofully, abfolute- 


ly, and without reſervation;forever renounce 


all your part and hope 1n the Body and Blood. . 


-of Chriſt, if this Sacrament now by you Con- 
ſecrated , be not the very ſame natural fleſh 


and wen Blood, which was formed in- the 


Virgins Womb, hung upon the Croſs, was bu- 
ried,aroſe, and'now fs at Gods right hand ; 

but is ſo changed, that upon the ſpeaking of 
the words, here's no-more ſubſtance of Bread 


and Wine, but the Smell, Colour, Form, and 


all other Accidents of Bread and' Wine are 


truly-remaining, without any ſubje&matter 
for them to remain in. That your Eyes,Nole, 
Hands,Palate, do deceive you in their judg- 
ment aboutthe ſubſtance , but-at the ſame 
time,do not deceive you about the Accidents 


.of Bread and Wine. 


I beg that you will preſs him for a clear re- 
ſolution of the former Queſtions,and this laſt 


eſpecially, as rouching himſelf,and tranſmit it 


to me; which ſhall ever be acknowledged 


your kindneſs to-me , as well as juſtice to 


your ſelf. T. B. 


ANSWER 


To the fore-oing | 


P 'A-Þ EI" 


$ I R,- | Tr 
Received a Paper of yours, to which 
you require a SatisfaGory Anſwer, and 
. deſire earneſtly of your Friend to preſs 
me for a Clear Reſolution. I muſt in the firſt - 
place acknowledge very heartily , that you 
are the moſt civil Adverſary I ever yet met 
with: ;For, you are ſo far from attacking me 
rudely ,. or preſſeng me with any Argument, 
as other brisker Diſputants uſe, that you do 


' not ſo much as attempt to offer any ,. Gor 
ſcarce advance one ſingle Propofition ; nay, 


not ſo. much as put down your own Tenet 
expreſly : Which certainly is the moſt civil 
way. of Diſputing that ever was heard of, if 
indeed it may be allow that Name, and 
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ought not rather be call'd a ſaying juft N, 
thing ; all your performance in this Paper, 
being (as you here tell us) to touch a few 
Doubts ; and I muſtconfels, you touch them 
vety gingerly ; TI fuppoſe; leſt being preſt, 
they ſhould diſcoyes their ſoft temper. | 
Your gentile way of fettng upon me, is 
to ak, me Queſtions + T will -not obje@ the 
Proverb, That 'a Foe! may ask more Oue$1i- 
ons, than a Wife man can anſwer ; tor it nei- 
ther ſuits with you nor me. Not with you 3 
for, by proceeding in this method, you thew 
your {elf a deep Pofitictan, and keep out'bf 
the reach, nay our of the poſſibility of a Con- 
fatation * fince no Tran living knows how to- 
take hold of an Adverfary,. who 2ffirms no- 
thiog himſelf, but onely asky anther. One- 
Iy I muft ſay, this way of handling Contro- 
verſie, by Catechiz.zmg your Adverfary, inſtead 
of. A ging | agaidft hint ,. is art4ittvention ſo. 


pleaſant and furprizing, fo new and fo un- 
heard of to. the duff World hitherto, thac . 
you have all the right and reaſon in the 
World to get a Patent for'it, that none may: 
uſe it without your Licenſe. Nor will that 
Proverb fute with me ;. for I hope you are 
well fatisfied, you ſhall never fail of an Fa 

_ 


ary 
ſwer from. me, - when. ;you produce any ſub- 
Rantial proofs,' fince:you ſee I have that xe+ 
ſpe& for you, as to; wndergo here, for: your 
lake, the druggery #0; ep down your very 
Cobwebs. : 
. ... Now, your dodumants bln: i penfedtly os 
. unconquerabloz (ar: they arc altogether in» 
viſible) it wasbut.reafon. you thowuld fay, that 
noleſs than an Anſwer. of weight to this Pa- 
per, would content you. Thevgh, '[.cannot 
comprehend the; Myftery,,, why the) Anſwer 
needs be {0 weighty, when there: is nothing. 
but a few. feathers and ſtraws an the.counter- | 
ballance; -yet:I.omnſt ſeriquſly grant, that/ts 
in.ſome caſes roquilite;i that QuicRions ſhould 
be aikt when the'! Adveriſady;s Tenet is not 
| well iindeiſtood ;.'that- fo | the! Arguments 
may notibe wrong ;devell'd againſ}, £ . 
ſition, whidh [pethogs Je:cneither; holds mar. 
maintains: For this gives the: Arguera cight 
aim, avd; makes leader: Way. for therkature 
| pa ein. ror BG ok rh Mein thy = Ds ! 
tell-us. here; very. learnedly; - 
onely youch a feiv Daibts,\ 
ſery'd to bepropedfd,;. "ode ji 
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your intention is onely to go on arking Que- 
Hons to the end: of (the Chapter, and'fo 
turn the Controwerſie "into! a*meet Carechiſns, 
conſiſting onely of 'Queſtivns arid Anfwers:; 
onely you provide wiſely , that your ſelf 

= bear the eaſier and more/honourable/part in 
the Dialogue, and/aſſuming to- your ſelf the . 
magiſterial Office of the Catechift, make me 
the poor ignorant Catechumen, to be = d 
at your-pleafare. . 

\Bac'T Delieih you, Sir, (that we may be 

bo a : little ferious) what needs this fluttering 
about with Queſtions, and other frivolous pre- 
tenoes, as if. you were: ignorant what-I held 
about Tranſubſtantiation, or what-the: perſon 
'coneert'd; s tochold for" Faith ? You know 
welt enongh before-hand, *tis- already pub-- 
kekly extant in the -Council: of Trent ;-ifo- 
zhat you! miglit have fav'd-all this fleevelek 
Habour; -and' have fallen:ts work with':your 
: Arguments, . to--combat_ itsDefinition in: this 
Pol Jed (8 Jou- averthrow..'thar, . 

ef Wtrmdmikea Rrofelyre of me 

Kite  notþwe both ſtand'where we 

our feeble Talk" is utterly 1n- 

By Cound 1 1s. received , as: 5 
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Ty 
dy of all thoſe particular Churches in Com- 
munion with the\Roman, | and proceeds all 


| along upon the' Rule of Catholic Faith, 


| Tradition. © If you will go to work like a' 
Controvertiſt, you ought to impugn-her and: . 
us by Scripture, interpreted by as great Aus 
thority, proceeding upon that Rule, or ſome 
other more certain. ::for all Arguments of 
leſs weight, cannot with any ſhew of Rea: 
fon, pretend to ſhock her or the Faith ſhe re- 
commends; and all your other Proofs /( had 
you any) would be but running voluntary 
diviſions upon your own Fancy. If then 
you have the leaſt hope to gain credit to 
your explications of - Scripture, which are 
contrary to hers, it were adviſable you ſhould 
firſt ſhew evidently tothe World, what Na- 
tural Means you have above the whole Body 


| ofthe Roman Catholic Church,cnabling you 


-to underftand Scripture better than-ſhe does:-: 
Or, if you pretend ro Supernatural Gifts a- 
ve her, ſhew' us fome Supernatural ont- 
-ward Teſtimony, certifying ts-of this invi- 
ſible qualification-you lay claim to./ If you 
"do either of theſe, you wiltdo wonders ; but 
Fam ſure, and your ſelf is conſcious,: you are | 
'® wecely unable to manifeſt that you ſelf, 
or 


# 


Tra] | 
-or the Proteſtant Church have either” of thele 
advantages above the Catholic,that, as it was 
never attempted, though it would-moſt high- 
ly avail your Cauſe, could you. compals it, 
ſo the very going about it, would ſhame the 
Attempter. And, unleſs you do this, what 
man” in his wits will believe you underſtand 
Scripture better than that Great and moſt 
Learned Body of the Roman Catholic 
Church? This being as abſurd, as to think 
a man may compaſs an End better without 
better means ; that is , as to that degree 
which is better, without means. This 5 
your Duty, Sir,” if you hope to gain any cre- 
dit to your Cauſe, or would ſhew your {clf 
a Controvertiſt : But Þ perceive you have 
been ſo accuſtomed to Preaching, where you 
have your” full ſwing in the Pulpit, to talk 
on any faſhion againſt the abominable Papiſts, 
without any to centroul you ; that you have 
conceiy'd ſome hope the ſame will paſs m 
-Controverhe : Wherefore I muſt- take: the 
freedom totell you, 'tis the duty of /a Con- 
trovertiſt,, to propoſe his or his Adverlaty's 
Tener clearl y,and ſtate the Queſtion between 
them ; and then bring his Proofs, and voych 
them to be Concluſive. This 1s what: be- 
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rey 
comes a Man, and a Scholar ; 'and $07 "3s" falls. 
ſhoct of this, though it may paſs, (and per- 
haps with applaufe) in a' Sermoz, is perfeRly 
ridiculous and infignificant in a Controverſee. 
But 'tis high time now to remember the 
drudging Service I promiſed you. . 

Paſſing by then your old faying , -that the 
Perſon ſeeking ſatisfaftion about Tranſub- 
ſtantiation leaſt concernd him; as if it were 
nothing: to him, whether he Ador'd a piece 
of Bread with Chriſt, or Chriſt a/oze, I come 
to: your Stuff ; for -E want another proper 
ward to call it by, being forbid by common 
fence to: call it Reaſoning. | | 

Yougive us. a taſte _ your Philoſophy, 

. in: ſpeaking fo ſoberly of the Judgment of 

Senſes , our Senſes giving their Judgments, 
and . many. other. frader 514 of _ the like 
nature. By which you ſeem to make ac- 
count a man's Judgment lies in his- Heels or 
'Toes, or his Wits in his Elbows; for all-theſe 
have: Senſe :, And , according to this new 
Scheme of Philoſophy you have enlightned 
the world with , the Senſe 'judges. 'F wiſh, 
for your own fake, you had onely askt Que- 
ſions here too; for you are as miſerably out 
* your Philoſophy as in your Divinity.” As 
tos 


[16] 
to this whole buſineſs then , you may pleaſe 
to receive theſe few Inſtructions from a 
Friend. 1. Thatthe 'Senſes are onely Or- 
gans or Inſtruments to tranſmit Impreſſions to 
the Brain, and ſo to the Soul , - onely which 
Judges or knows : and if the way to the Brain 
be intercluded, no knowledge is produc'd 
by any impreſſion on Senſe. 2. That if the 
Senſes be duly diſpos'd, 'tis granted they ſend 
right impreſſions thither. 3. That 'tis gran- 
ted, 2 fortiori, that if the Senſes be not vitia- 
ted by ſome Diſeaſe, or Miracle do not in- 
rervene, they never give our Judging Power 
wrong Advertiſements concerning their pro-- 
per Objects. 4. That, in our caſe-they-are 
employ'd about their Proper Objes, which 
are certain Accidents or Qualities, as all Phi- 
loſophers agree : Nor are they in our caſe 
fallacious in repreſenting them. Now you 
would make Subſtance their Proper Objeq, 
and would have them inerrable in j1udging of 
Subſtances : Of which Poſitions, the firſt is 
utterly falſe, ſince all Learned men in the 
World agree, that SubFance or Being is the 
proper Object of the Vnderſtanding. The 
ſecond is confuted by experience ; for we 
ſee that in debaſed Money- ( for example) 
| and 


| 351. 
and many other Inftances, even all-the Sen- 
ſes may deceive us in our judging of the Sub- 
ſtance of it by their Impreflions ; fo that we 
are forc'd to call to onr affiftance the Ma- 
xtms-of our Reaſon, and uſe our beſt Art to 
frame a right Judgment in ſuch caſes. 5. A- 
monegſt thoſe Knowledpes, of whith, im our 
caſe, the Faithful are to make uſe to judge 
rightly of the Subſtance; the Knowledge that 
God has revealed, 'ris his Body, and that this 
is attefted by his Church, proceeding on an 
inerrable: Rule of Faith, deriving down to us 
Chriſt's Doctrine, + to be taken in for one, 
na y ought to have the chiefeſt Place 3; and, 
fn dae reafon ought to reſtrain the Faithful 
from judging of this high Myſtery, according 
to the ordinary methods of -Nature'in other 
common\Natural: Feds. 6:That Faith comes 
by Begins : ; which Senſe, employ 'd about 
Sounds articulated, and complext with an al- 
__ infmite variety, I could (werehe place 
r) demonſtrate to be more certain,than 
Teft of the'Senfes put toperther ;-urileſs 
It the Eyes employd out the various 
fipuration be Letters: ' "$0 thit' you 2 
not.to have impor'd tipon us;to deny the 


tainty of all the Senſes, but to have excepted 
D that 


[26] 
chat of Hearing , converſant in the Objects 
now ſpoken of; eſpecially (as the 6k 
rells you) this being the proper Senſe by 
which Faith comes,you oughtin juſtice to have 
| Jet the World know, that we allow indeed 
the abſolute Certainty of that Senſe which 
introduce Faith,and deny only the Certainty 
of ſome of the reſt in ſome Cafes, and in 
ObjeRs which are not proper to them : this 
being indeed the true ſtate of our Tenet, 
Now, if Hearing alone can teach us. Chriſt's 
Dodrine with a perfe& Certainty , 'tis nei- 
ther good Manners to his Infinite Veracity, 
nor Juſtice to ſuch a vaſt Body of Atteſters, 
nor in any regard common:ſence to. truſt the 
more fallacious Senſes, eſpecially, not em- . 
ploy'd neither about their Proper. Obje&ts, 
before the more certain one, employ'd about 
it's, aſſuring us God has: ſaid it. Remember 
the Check St. Thomas had, for not believing 
upon the. Teſtimony of others,” to be 
credited as to- their veracity. (that is, not ad- 
mitting Faith proposd and aſcertain'd to him 
by Hearing , but he would needs uſe the 0- 
ther Senſes too) Beati qui nou widerunt py cres 
diderunt, . and apply it to your ſelf. _ -_... 

' 7 You diſtinguiſh not between the ,a 
ES, 


. ſes employ'd about. the Motives antecedent 
to Faith, and about the Myſteries of Faith, as 
appears by your Citations out of Scripture. In 
the former, it becomes God's Providence to 
leave Nature to its free courſe, and us to 
judge according to its ordinary methods, in 
regard we have as yet noother Light to walk 
or judge by. But when oncethrough Hearing 
we are enlightned by Faith, it becomes then 
God's Providence , that the Myſteries pro- 
pos'd to us (they having a nearer approach 
co an Infinite Agent, the Omnipotence of 
God, than Natural Productions have) ſhould 
be fo ſublime,as to be above the reach even of 
unelevated Reaſor, much more above the 
common and coarſe methods of Senſation, or 
the Judgments we frame from the Senſes a- 
lone. Pauſe upon thele particulars, and ap- 
ply them, and you will ſee you are quite ayt 
in what T canceive you would be. at ; for you 
ere at nothing yet but at asking Queſtions. 

= But you divide your Text, and tell F. W. 
firſt, What. tis he muſt be taught ; and. (e- 
condly) How hard it. will he to believe, it. 
Then, as to the former, you ſeem ro ſubdi- 
-vide.it into. the DoGtrines Taught |, and the 
method of Teaching them. Now the DoGrines 
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fanght , was the Genne of Thing to be divi- 
ded, and here you feens to*make it one of 
the & Pecies or Members dividing and tra 
make it at once above and1nder it felf > 

this is onely a flip of your Logick, woting Py 
you call it) the Dofrines Taught, as one of 
the things to be conſidered in*the Dofirines 
Tawnght. And, certainly, fuch a rate Note is 
well worth the marking. 

By what's faid above, the Reader will ſee, 
what a heedleſs Quoter'of Scripture you are, 
thotigh it be your beſt or rather only Ta- 
lent. Yotialledpe agaiiiſt us, x John 1. v. x 
where the firſt words are, Ozod anivintme,, 
That which we hawe heard; as if we forbid 
you to ule your Hearing , by which: Faxtb- 
comes. For it is evident beyond all need of 
Proof, that as the Church hzard Chriſt, ſo- 
ifevery fucceedmg Age had followid what 
they beard from the former, Chriſtlan Faich- 
muſt have-continn'd tif} now 'the felf-lame- 
_ the Apoſtles heard from Chriſt; and; as 
long as this Method (call'd by us- Tradition): 

follow'd, it muſt ever continue Rilkche ſelb- 

ume to the Worlds End. Now we are bo: 
far from bidding you not follow the Adver-- 
tiſements of your. Senſes , that our onely. 
Quarrel:; 


Quarrel to you is , that you relinquifht the 
moſt cestain Sevſe, the Hearing. your Lawtiul 
Paſtors:m the Ghurch.yau lett-, and tell to 
fcan Myfteries of Faith by the lefs-certauy 
ones, - employed, about Objefts not within 
their cognizance z and - (which is as ablurd } 
Glofling Scripture-Texts, without any Rule 
to guide you, but your awn aukward Fans . 
cies. | = | . 
- Next follow in your Papers, the DoGrimes- 
taught with: Proofs., which praperly and di-- 
rey belong onely to the firſt Article, wiz 
Fhac the Frue. Body of Chriſt is contained” 
in the Sacrament. But fuch as your (elf will ne... 
verbe able ta diſprove, 44% the Scripture. in- - 
texpreted:by the Church, the Teſtimonies of: 
Fathers witneſſing the Tradition of theChurch 
in their time,. and the Condemnation of the - 
contrary: Opinions denying the; Real -Pre-- 
ſence, and Tranfubſtantiation, as Heretigal-. , 
- . What ſhould move you:thus to:ſhew-the | 
weakneſs of your own Cauſe, which. has no-- 
 other-Rule of your Faith; bus: Scripture; in- 
| beopreted. by every. man's. Private:Spitit.of 
Reaſon, and:can bear -no- propertion,; with: 
that. of. the: publick Interpretation: of the: * 
Church, attefted | by. the: Authority: hae A 
moſt 
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moſt Eminent Fathers of the Primitive "Times; 
and ſtrengthned by the Condemnation of the 
contrary Herefies, T cannot eafily imagine ; 
but finding them too ſtrong to be combated 
by ſo weak a Champion, you farrly take leave 
of them, arid betake your ſelf to ſhew in the 


next place, after your faſhion, that is,blindly; 
how hard it will be to believe this DoQrine 


by acking us Queſtions. And I muſt confeſs, tis 


moſt inſuparably hard,if Senſes muſt be admit- 
ted to Fudge of the hidden and moſt abſtruſe 
Myſteries of Faith, which is your darling Me- 
thod; though any wiſe man' would' think; 

this would turn Faith into Experimental 


Knowledge, and (o rather deſtroy all the Faith 
in the world. But my Task is ſer, and I muſt 


attend 'to your Queſtions. 

To the firſt then I anſwer, That the words, 
This 5s my. Body, are to be taken Literally,aud 
yet the End of receiving, is meant Spiritu- 
ally : And, I farther ſay , That' this Spiri- 
tual Nonriſhment conſiſting 'in raiſing ' in us 
devout Aﬀetiions, (is incomparably 'advanc'd 


by the Real Preſence :of | Chriſt's Body: and 


Bloud's So that theſe two are ſofar from: be- 


ng inconfiſtant, as you would hint, that' the 


raking the words Literally; docs exceedingly 
- Ccon- 
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conduce to the Spiritual, feeding on Chriſt ; 5 
even as far as the. believing, him really pre- 
ſent, . is more apt. ® ſtir up. Devotion in us, 
than the not believing i it; or theſreceiving his 
Real Body, ' is above the recewing 4 piece of 
Bread ſignifying it, which is beyond all pro- 
portion. 

To the ſecond Queſtion, I anſiver atffiina- 
tively, If we regard the point of the Real 
Preſence precilely : For. we grant, that tis 
ſufficient to believe the Body Chrift Fs "really | 
truly preſent, even the ſame Boty, but not in the 
ſame manng. "Tis the very Dodrine of the 
Council of Trezt.it ſelf, Seſſ. 13: cap, 1. That 
the Body. of Chriſt is.in Heaven- ;: Jixta #10- 
dum exiftendi naturalem. (according to.its na- 
tural manner of exiſting) and yet that 'tis in 
other places, Sacramentaliter preſens, preſent 
Sacram tally. Bur Imuch fear you are not 
in earneſt here, when you ſeem' to yield *tis 
really truly preſent, but that this Kindneſs of 
yours; will p owcold, when it comes to the 
trial-; and;that. theſe hearty ex xefſi ons will 
Soivdle away into'Chriſt's s Body, being here 
onely in a Sign z whicl to fay, the Ss 01 18 
there, and his Body abſent” NW Woke; are 
but. wind, and. tis 5 hard to gralp Pra g "= 

"5; 
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Tothe Third, asking whether the Second 
and Fhird Article you put, be of equal Truth 
and Certainty with the Firſt, T anſwer, That 
I was never taught to <7 da a thing as a 
half-Truth, or a three-quarter Truth, but all 
to be True : (for Truth confiſts 1n an Tndi- 
viſible) which the Church has expreſly decla- 

red to be of Faith, by a General - Council.; 
and ANPrangy's whatſoever the Church thus 
believes, and propoſes as an Article of Faith, 
I abſoh Jute I believe and .embrace as Truths 
delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
To the Fourth I anſwer, as above, That- 

the Proofs: you ſet: down, . belong proper] 
and NA Gay tothe firſt ena ey 
the Second and Third,. they may alſo ſhift 
well enough for themſelves, for any Autho- 
tity or Reaſon, you have bro ght againſt 
ee” the one or the other, "= til would 
| pladly know, how all our - Faik, will ſhift 
| jad it ſelf, 'havin ig ' to keep i it om 
fi nking into an ng nothing Aſeent (call d Opini- 
on); _ 1ato a mals of: ſer celelz Errouts, As 
far [Yeh one Ti a ABLOUS your ſelf, and 
oder Fall Feters bad Jour Tf to 
buoy it up... 7: > ng 
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-..As'for your: Fifth, .1 know 120. .exforce- 
ment that is beyond'Cavil in any one place 
of $oripture which; is Dogmatical,, while the 
words are left to be toſt by Criticiſms, Gram- 
mar-learning,: Alluſftons of places to one ano- 
ther.,. and ſuch-like little tricks. .No. one 
watd in.thole. Sacred Books can eſcape being 
equivocal - or double fenc't, while the word 
[-Ged -] which--of all others ſhould ſeem in- 
-commitnicable,..is Wier-drawn by ſuch ſhifts 
x0:Gignifie.a Creature, as we experience'in the 
Ariafs and-Socintans ploſſes,upon thoſe Texts 
which concern Chriſt's:Divinity. : You know 
well .enough' alceady,, that neither my. ſelf, 
nor any'iCatholic .bujds our, Faith upon any 
\Text of; Scripture, "interpreted by  our.own 
private. Faney ,; but: onely by the publick 
"Tradition. of the!'Church.. © | 
; Yale Sixth: adks ,.. Hf che Charch muſt | be 
abkadIn to expound Soripture , whethey Reg- 
for willeth wot, that the.C Church in the Apoſtles 
time, ſhould: be principally beard in_their An» © 
#borttotive; Interpretation 2... I: anſwer, In caſo 
yaw: mean! the. Apoſtles. were of: greater 
Awtherity than their ;Succelſors, | 'ris granted : 
Bur OY your Queſtion relates 'to.;the wag 
E 


( 34 ] p. 
of what the Church delivers, 'tis the ſame 
as to ask, whether the Holy Ghoſt, that 
aſfiſts the Church, ſpake truer one ime than 
another. | 

Your Seventh Queſtion , whether you 
are truly repreſented, by putting you to ſay, 
There 1s nothing elſe in the Sacrament , but a 
Memory and Sign of Chrift's Paſſz "ha s and 
whether the Fathers that 4 a there 1s ſome- 
thing more , and condemn ſuch as ſay there 
3s nothing more-, do prove any thing againſt 
Jon, or condemn you. IT am heartily: glad to 
ſee ſome glimmering hope of your Conver- 
fion : For in caſe there be in the Sacrament, 
ſomething more than a Sign, as you ſeem here 
to acknowledge is your true Tenet , you 
muſt ſay the thing fegnify d is there: too, and 
ſo we are good Friends. But, becauſe this 
unexpeded Confeſſion of yours , like the 
firſt News in a Gaz?tte, needs 4 Confirmati- 
o7,, | beſeech you to fatisfie me clearly, what - 
this Thing is- in the Sacrament, which is 
more, or more than - a Sign : This way of 
queſtioning, is' the worſt way of explami 
in the world, though it be a ſpecial -ſtrata- _ 
gem to' avoid Confare. 
You 


TI 
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Your Propoſals that follow, are very Ex- 
traordinary. I little thought that when 
you had done. Catechizing me , you would 
put me to Swearing ; nor that, when I ex- 
pected Arguments from another, I ſhould be 
forced to take my Oath my ſelf, that my. 
Faith is' true. - But that you may have no 
cauſe to complain, I will gratifie you in that 
too , and do here frankly declare, without 
any Equivocation (which I abhor in an Oath) 
.that TI do-renounce all my hopes of Heaven, 
(which -is more than you: put me to) pro- 
vided there be no faultin the matter, nor in 
the Prieſt, if. there be not preſent in the. 
Sacrament, after the words of Conſeeration, 
Chriſt's very true Body, which was-born of 
the Virgin, ſuffer'd on. the Croſs , was bu- 
ried, aroſe, and now fits at God's right 
hand, and this by the Converſion of the 
whole. Subſtance -of - the Bread into his Bo- 
dy, as alſo of the Wine. into his Bloud, the 
Species onely of Bread and Wine remaining, 
as is declared in the Council of Trent, . Seſl. 
13. Can. 2. But now, Sir, having done 
this, take notice, that I muſt in requital 
challenge from you the ſame deep - Pro- 

| | 'E.2 teſta- 
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ceſtation, that your Negative Faith or Opi-- 
nion is True. If you. refuſe , ſince your” 
exaTtipg it of "me, has made it decent, E- 
quirable, and juſt; you are convinced to be 
a very ill man, and to doubt of the Faith 
you profeſs to hold your {eIf, and progoſe 
to others as the way. t Salvari oi. And, 
if you do it, yet acknowledge your own 
Interpretations of Scripture, and your Chur- 
ches too (which grounds all your Faith) to 
be F allible, you are one 'of the boldeſt and 
raſheſt Siveaters 'that ever calted Kichfeff'a 
Chriſtian ; and in either caſe, nuiſt loſe your 
credit for ever with your, Flock and Audi- 
cory.” {1184 

2 that 'we may draw to. '; Each 7, 
I beſeech you, Sir, if you have any more to 
ſay to me , let's have no more of this tri- a 
fling. Conſider what * you ; are about : 3 you 
are about. Cantroverſie,, whaſe. work it 15 to 
ſettle Chriſtian. Faith upon certain "Groinds; : 
and fince you profels your Faith to woe been 
taught by Chriſt, this is re \he of you, if 
you have any fuch Faith to Tertle, 6 or | Grounds 
to ſettle it on. Go to work like” a Scho- 
lar, and do not thus expoſe your ſelf -4 
- Chil- 


Children'to: hanger” Tay your Dijabiples: r 
firſt, 'then draw :your'Conlequoncesz wary! 
rae thei rightly: deducdc,; and biivg them; 
to:thei:Conclufion;:'or the |Paſidiow cha!ig» 
contradiQory ita your . Advorfarics/Tengti;l 
"Tis manly to affirm: confidently what:one-/ 

holds heartily ; 'tis becoming a Man to | 
argue againſt your Adverſary {ſmartly , and ' 
not to {pare him : but 'tis the height: of © 
ridiculouſneſs, to task him only with Que- - 
ſions, and putting him to make ſacred Pro- - 
teſtations , inſtead of combating him with + 
your Reafons : *Whenas” you knew-welt | 
enough before - hand , what he - holds , . 
and what -he would Anſwer.-: One thing 
T muſt needs re-mind you of at parting, . 
becauſe I fear you will be apt-to. for- - 
get it; which! ISx that - iy | bear: in; me- 
mory the Oath' you' owe me, that : your 
Tenets are True :; that is, - That Chriſt's - . 
« True Body 1 is 20t in the Sacrament ; That .- 

"there is- no Third or Middle ': State. cal- 
led Purgatory, 0 Tranſubſtantiation, Oc. -. 
Then- to—uphold the .. of: | 
Sincerity , let us know what » Certain. 
Grounds _ confide .in , to.-ſecure you 
from - 
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"Go being) Perjurt. The "taking this 
Teſt, may qualifie you in time for ſome 
great Office ; for it your Fallible Prin- 
ciples, will juſtifie your Honeſty 'in ta- 
king ſuch an Oath, I'do not know what 
you may not be. fit forn next. 


